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DIGEST:

GAO will not consider a protest con-
cerning a solicitation's small busi-
ness size standard since the Small
Business Administration has exclu-
sive authority over the matter.

Technical publications Consultants, Inc. (TPC) pro-
tests the small business size standard in Army request
for proposals No. DAAJ09-83-R-A219, a small business set-
aside involving the preparation of technical publications
and complimentary services. TPC, whose offer was rejected
because the Small Business Administration found that
the firm does not meet the standard, argues that the Army
should have used a different measure of small business
size. We dismiss the protest.

under 15 U.S.C. § 637(b)(6) (1976), the Small Busi-
ness Administration has exclusive authority to determine
small business size standards for Federal procurement
purposes. See International Limousine Service, Inc.,
B-207136, August 26, 1982, 82-2 CPD 180. The determina-
tion of the appropriate small business size standard
for inclusion in a solicitation is for the contracting
officer with right of appeal by a disaffected party,
before the deadline for submitting proposals, to the
Small Business Administration Size Appeals Board. 13
C.F.R. §§ 121.3-8 and 121.3-6 (1983).

Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel

The protest is dismissed.
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